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Emex australis (doublegee or three cor-
nered jack) has become an important agri-
cultural problem of southern Australia
since the weed’s arrival in the 1830s. Its
only relative, Emex spinosa (lesser jack), ar-
rived in Australia more recently and has
yet to realize its potential as a weed al-
though it is already locally important. The
first summary of studies on Emex species
was provided by Gilbey (1974) which was
followed by the paper on E. australis as
part of the Biology of Australian Weeds
series (Gilbey and Weiss 1980). In 1990 the
problem with spiny weed seeds (chiefly E.
australis) lead to a workshop in Mildura,
Victoria (Buchanan 1990) which was sup-
ported by the Australian Dried Fruits Re-
search and Development Council.

Emex australis was included as a weed
for study by the recently formed Co-
operative Research Centre for Weed
Management Systems in its annual
agro-ecosystems program. The workshop
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on E. australis was held over one day at
CSIRO Floreat, Western Australia on 11
December 1995. The workshop addressed
the biology, regional significance and con-
trol of Emex species. The papers provide a
snapshot of current research on these
weeds. Past work is acknowledged in the
bibliography provided at the end of the
proceedings. Examples of future work are
outlined in the summary of the workshop
discussions. Together these form the pro-
ceedings presented here. It is our hope
that increased research will be undertaken
into the control of E. australis and that the
ideas presented in this workshop will be
pursued. We also hope that future work-
shops or meetings can report significant
progress towards control of this perni-
cious problem.

We gratefully acknowledge the sup-
port provided by the Co-operative Re-
search Centre for Weed Management Sys-
tems, Agriculture Western Australia and

the CSIRO Division of Entomology.
CSIRO Floreat provided facilities for the
workshop. We are most grateful to the ef-
forts the participants put into the work-
shop and in preparing their subsequent
reports. We also would like to thank Rick
Horbury and Chris Stansbury for their as-
sistance on the day.
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